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same spring of action has its way. It is of necessity also a
pleasure, or at least a relief: for there is no propensity which
it is not an uneasiness to suspend and a satisfaction to
indulge. Of what kind the gratification will be we do not
know beforehand: it is the charactensttc of impulse to
drive us blindly forward on what it is commissioned to
obtain; and the thirst that first sends us to the draught
gives no prescience of the water's taste and feel. But
gratification of some kind is inseparable from the restored
equilibrium which ensues, when clamorous impulse is paid
off and dismissed. Nor can it well be denied that the
greater the tension of the previous affection, the more con-
siderable will be the satisfaction attending its exercise; the
intenser the thirst, the sweeter the cup of cold water; the
deeper your pity for a sufferer, the greater your joy at his
deliverance. This rule holds, not only of the several
gradations of each single passion, but of the relative
strength of all: the covetous man is never so happy as
in his gains, or the ambitious as in his honours, or the
resentful as m his revenge. So far therefore as this primary
order of effects is concerned, we must say, that they reach
their most favourable amount in the wake of the strongest
impulse, and that the wages of propensity rise with its
vehemence. And, till we are corrected by ulterior con-
siderations, we must pronounce it the law of prudence to
gratify the tendencies in the order of their eagerness, and
live chiefly in the indulgence of the ruling passion, whatever
it be. Apart from all considerations of conscience, and
from the hazards of other men's opinions, the intensity of
a desire recommends it to the economist of pleasure as first
claimant on his choice; and he is in this sense the dis-
creetest administrator of his life, who never denies himself
his uppermost wish, and heeds every solicitation in proportion
to its importunity! We should thus reach a definition of
Prudence which clearly marks its distinction from Duty:
Prudence is self-surrender to the strongest impulse; Duty
is self-surrender to the highest. And whoever would show